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Proposed Coast Gurad live ﬁring in
Great Lakes
Great Lakes boaters will probably soon be hearing small arms ﬁre as part of a US Coast Guard program to hone up for military
preparedness.

Captain of the
Year 2006

In an original 30 day Federal register announcement that expired on August 31 the Coast Guard is proposing 34 live-ﬁre training
zones on the Great Lakes to help guardsmen train in maritime defense – and public safety - on the lakes. Now, The Coast Guard,
at the request of U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland, MI has extended by 60 days the public comment period on the proposal.
Uncharacteristic of the friendly relationship the angling and boating communities have had with the Coast Guard, none of us
were notiﬁed that the agency had posted an “Advanced notice of Proposed Rulemaking” in the Federal Register. Nor did the
Coast Guard give adequate notice for comment, considering their original comment period was only 30 days.
The Ninth Coast Guard District re-opened the time for public comments concerning those proposed Great Lakes safety zones
saying, “In an effort to have full consideration of all issues prior to ﬁnalizing these zones, the public comments time period will
be extended an additional 60 days once published in the federal register.”
Basically, “the Coast Guard proposes to establish safety zones throughout the Great Lakes. These zones are intended to restrict
vessels from portions of the Great Lakes during live ﬁre gun exercises that will be conducted by Coast Guard cutters and small
boats. These safety zones are necessary to protect the public from the hazards associated with the ﬁring of weapons.”
In their announcement, the USCG says three (3) zones will be in Lake Ontario, four (4) in Lake Erie, six (6) in Lake Huron,
fourteen (14) in Lake Michigan and seven (7) in Lake Superior. The Federal Register announcement also includes the coordinates of those zones.
The “Guard is proposing to establish these safety zones to conduct training essential to carrying out Coast Guard missions relating to military operations and national security. Accordingly, these proposed safety zones fall within the military function exception to the Administrative Procedure Act.”
What this little known Federal law means is the Coast Guard does NOT have to give 30 days notice or a starting date when they
intend to begin their ﬁring exercises. As part of the Department of Homeland Security, they are not required to seek comment,
hold public hearings or develop an environmental impact study. The Coast Guard presently has no plans to hold hearings.
An Important factor to remember is it was our elected federal ofﬁcials that approved and signed into law the “Administrative
Procedure Act”. The Coast Guard is just following that law.
The announcement adds: “These safety zones will only be enforced during time the safety zone is actually in use. Furthermore,
these safety zones are located in places known not to be heavily used by the boating public. Hence, this determination is based
on the minimal amount of time that vessels will be restricted from the proposed zones and that the zones are located in areas
which vessels can easily transit around.”
The USCG says they will give “notice to the public via a Broadcast on channel 16 to Mariners that the regulation is in effect.”
In the April 3, 2006 online Weekly News segment, the GLSFC reported that for the ﬁrst time since 1817, U.S. Coast Guard
vessels on the Great Lakes were being outﬁtted with weapons – machine-guns capable of ﬁring 600 rounds a minute. Until then
coast guard ofﬁcers had been armed with handguns and riﬂes, but the vessels themselves hadnʼt been equipped with weapons.
The War of 1812 saw violent battles on Lake Erie and Lake Huron between U.S. troops and British forces, which were largely
composed of militias from Britainʼs colonies in what is now Canada. After the war, the United States and Britain – and later
Canada – agreed to demilitarize the Great Lakes waters. Both countries recently reinterpreted the treaty to allow more modern
weapons by considering them weapons of law enforcement.
One news agency reported the guns would be .308 caliber, but we reported in April the vessels may be outﬁtted with machineguns of sizes up to .50-caliber.
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